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MR. CHARLES KEAN AND THE PORTE 
ST. MARTIN DRAMAS. 

The production of the dramas of Pauline 
and The Corsican Brothers at the Princess’ 
Theatre may be regarded as an era in the 
history of the drama. Not only has Mr. 
Charles» Kean had the courage to break 
through the absurd custom of legitimate 
managers of confining their efforts to the 
production of five-act plays, but he has 
conferred a signal benefit on the drama, by 
introducing to the notice of English play- 
goers two pieces from the Theatre Porte 
St. Martin, of a nature altogether new to 
them. By so doing he has incurred the 
displeasure of a certain portion of the 
press. We, on the contrary, think that he 
is entitled to praise rather than censure ; 
and shall therefore briefly describe what the 
Porte St. Martin dramas really are, and 
then point out why they are suited for 
representation in such a theatre as the 
Prtncess's, " 

The Porte St. Martin dramas are melo- 
dramas in three-acts. The reader must not 
confound them with the pieces so dear to 
the frequenters of our minor theatres—but 
fancy a prose drama in which the interest 
mainly consists in the representation of 
thrilling evemts—where the dialogue is 
subservient to the working out of the plot, 
and clap-trap speeches carefully avoided. 
Some of them have been adapted to»our 
stage, but in a clumsy slovenly manner; 
and from being badly mounted, have gained 
but little popularity, with, perhaps, the ex. 
cepticn of The Tower Nesle. 

‘Lhe writers for the Porte St. Martin are 
very careful in the construction of their 





pieces. In this respect they afford a strik- 
ing contrast to their English brethren. 
They compose a plot of a nature to com- 
mand the attention and excite the interest 
of the spectator ; they work out their idea 
in an artistic manner; they make their 
characters use such dialogue only that they 
would use if actually engaged in the scenes 
represented ; and, by discarding all bom- 
bastic inflated language, they avoid the 
absurdity of making a peasant utter senti- 
ments worthy of a divine, couched in 
language worthy of a scholar. 

We have carefully read and seen many of 
their dramas, and never found one that was 
decidedly immoral, Of course some of 
them are of a nature to offend people of 
deep religious feelings, but as very religious 
persons do not frequent theatres, it is im- 
possible to find fault with them on this 
ground. The dramas answer their purpose 
—they amuse and interest the spectator, 
and distract his thoughts from the toil, the 
sorrow, and the annoyance of the world. 

Having shewn what these celebrated 
dramas are, we proceed to ascertain whether 
they are suited to our stage. 

The real, that is, the paying patron of 
the drama goes to the theatre for the pur- 
pose of being amused—not to be made 
wiser and better. He does not like Shake- 
spere—will not pay to see his plays, unless, 
indeed, like King John, they are turned into 
spectacles; and we confess we admire his 
taste, for how can “a fat and greasy citizen” 
be expected to sympathise with the sorrows 
of Lear, the ambition of Macbeth, the 
patriotism of Brutus, or the vindictiveness 
of Shylock? Such things do not interest 
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him—they are out of his range of thought 
—and not all the eloquence in the world 
can convince him that it is justifiable to 
smother a faithless wife! No, he prefers the 
safer and certainly wiser course of an action 
of crim. con. 

Again, the Englishman goes to the the- 
atre for the same purpose as his French 
neighbour—the desire to escape for a while 
from himself—to give gentle exercise to the 
mind—to stimulate thought without fatigu- 
ing it; and, above all, to witness emotions, 
feelings, and passions which he can under- 
stand and feel an interest in. The Porte 
St. Martin dramas are eminently adapted 
to fulfil these ends; and feeling convinced 
that they are of a nature to become popu- 
lar in this country, we warmly welcome their 
appearance at the Princess’s Theatre—pre- 
sided over as it is by an actor admirably 
adapted to play the leading parts—one 
whose high character is a sufficient gua- 
rantee that he will continue the good work 
he has so worthily begun—of producing 
them in a manner (we must quote the 
eloquent Mr. Bunn), “regardless of ex- 
pense.” 


(We differ with our correspondent in some respects as to 
Shakespere’s plays, nevertheless there is much truth in his 
remarks.—Epivor.] 





~ METROPOLITAN THEATRES. 














HA Y MARKET. 

This theatre has been fully attended dur- 
ing the week, the interest of the new drama 
of Mind Your Own Business improves rather 
than declines as the piece ripens by perform- 
ing, Mr. Webster’s Verdon is one of the most 
perfect delineations of a high-spirited young 
fellow, whose true gentility of his nature is 
partially obscured by his rustic manners, 
that has been seen on the modern stage. 
The clever burlesque of O Gemini and the 
farce of Box and Cox have been played 
with great eclat most evenings. A new 
farce is in rehearsal and a new comedy has 
been approved of. 

LYCEUM. 

The new drama entitled 4 Chain of 
Events is gaining popularity, the house being 
crowded to overflowing. We have given 
the merits of the piece on its production, 
and have no reason to alter our opinion. 
The acting of C. Matthews is deserving of 








great praise, being totally different from his 

general line ; the scenery, as we have before 

stated, must be seen to be appreciated. 
OLYMPIC. 

A five-act tragedy, written by the Rev. 
Groves, entitled Zhe Warden of Galway, 
was performed for the first time at this 
theatre on Wednesday, the 5th inst. The 
piece is founded upon a well-known legend 
in the early history of the town of Galway, 
in Ireland. In the main incidents of the 
tragedy the author adheres closely to the 
legend, but he has made some minor devia- 
tians from the event, for the sake of dramatic 
effect, which may be briefly noticed. The 
murder of the young Spaniard by Roderick 
Lynch, for so the son of the warden is 
named in the tragedy, is not prompted by 
jealousy, but by the more sordid desire of 
becoming possessed of his friend’s property. 
It appears he has squandered the money 
intrusted to him by his father for commer- 
cial uses, and on his voyage home from 
Cadiz, wita Velasquez, throws the latter 
suddenly overboard at night. Connor, the 
servant of Roderick Lynch, is an unob- 
served witness of this fearful deed, which 
makes such an impression on his mind, that 
soon after his arrival in Galway he is forced 
to unburthen his conscience to the Friar 
Dominic, to whom, in the presence of his 
wife, he relates the circumstances of the 
murder. The friar communicates the tale 
he has heard to the stern old warden, whose 
rigid sense of justice allows no human weak- 
ness to interfere with the strict performance 
of his duty. The guilty Roderick is seized 
and.thrown into prison on his wedding-day. 
The trial of the accused follows hard upon, 
but the only evidence produced against him 
is his servant, Connor, whose reason be- 
comes unsettled, at the prospect; of being 
made tne instrument by which his beloved 
master shall be brought to an ignominious 
death. We have then the frgitless appeals 
of the criminal himself and his young wife 
to the stern dispenser of the law to mitigate 
the rigour of the sentence, and the heroic 
endeavour of the wife to procure her hus- 
band’s pardon from the Lord President of 
the province, in which she succeeds, but on 
her return to town she is delayed by a 
swollen torrent, which renders a ford she 
has to cross impassable. Meanwhile the 
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townspeople assemble tumultuously to rescue 
Roderick Lynch at the place of execution, 
but the stern old warden resolves that his 
authority and the laws shall be respected, 
removes his son from the prison to his own 
house, where, after an affecting scene be- 
tween the father and the son, the latter is 
led off to suffer the utmost penalty of the 
law as told in the legend. The unhappy 
wife, Anastatia, arrives with the pardon the 
moment after her husband has expiated his 
crime with his life, and the inflexible father 
grasping the useless paper in his hands, 
sinks senseless on the ground. The interest 
throughout the piece was well sustained, 
and the characters generally were supported 
most creditably. Mr, Henry Farren, who 
personated the Galwegian Brutus, played 
with remarkable power and intelligence ; 
the part, by no means a grateful one, was 
upheld by him with an earnestness and 
strong dramatic intention that satisfies us of 
his capability of grappling with an original 
character of more than ordinary difficulty. 
Mr. Hoskins played the short but highly 
dramatic part of Connor, and displayed in 
it much intensity and emotional feeling. His 
scene during the trial, where he fancies he 
beholds the spectre of Velasquez in the 
dock, was one of the most impressive, as it 
was the most applauded, scene in the piece. 
Mr. William Farren sustained with ease and 
quiet propriety the part of Roderick, and 
Mr. Norton and Mr. Kinloch, in two minor 
parts, acquitted themselves very creditably. 
The principal female character, Anastatia, 
the wife of Roderick Lynch, found a grace- 
ful and most effective representative in Mrs. 
Walter Lacy, whose exertions were recog- 
nised by the marked approval of the audi- 
ence in her last scenes. The play was 
appropriately and tastefully costumed, and 
the mise en scene generally good. 





To the Editor of the “ Theatrical Journal.”’ 


Dear Sir,-I cannot see that “ Thespis” 
is again compelled to enter the lists in de- 
fence of the stage, although I am glad to 
see that he is still as zealous as before in 
favour of it. 

“Thespis ” will find that the questions 
with which he is now contending have been 
very well disposed of by a talented corre- 
spondent signing himself “ B. W. W.,” and 





that I have also answered them myself. I 
thought, after this, they were put intoa 
grave from whence they would have never 
had a resurrection. 
I do not feel inclined, however, to find 
fault with ‘‘ Thespis” for attempting a post 
mortem examination if any additional tight 
will be evolved and given to the world as a 
consequence ;_ but I am inclined to believe 
that your readers will not feel much interest 
in seeing dead Goliahs set upon their feet 
to be cast down by a living David, unless 
he does it after a different fashion to those 
who have preceeded him. 
It will be seen that his answer to the 
first question, so far as its relevancy is con- 
sidered, is substantially identical with that 
furnished by B. W. W.; but when he 
speaks of “the saints,” I think he forgets 
literary etiquette; and when he say that 
houses of a disreputable character ‘ have 
flourished more than ever in several towns 
after every species of dramatic entertain- 
ment has been abolished,” I think he goes 
beyond the precints of facts; or rather, he 
would find it difficult to prove that such 
houses have sprung up in consequence of the 
abolition of such entertainments. I do not 
think we are driven to such an extreme to 
answer the question, nor do I think it 
politic to offend those of religious and moral 
feelings by speaking of them in terms 
generally understood to indicate contempt. 

The second question is answered by send- 
ing the pith of an answer previously given. 

I shall be happy to see “* Thespis again, 
but allow me, Sir, to suggest that it will be 
desirable for him to be something more 
than an echo. I never feel desirous of sec- 
ing a man perform the same physical evolu- 
tions as the person who walks before hin— 
and, on the same principle, [ am not wishful 
to see a recapitulation of certain objections 
to the stage without some little variation in 
the style of doing it is exhibited. Wishing 
success to the stage, and sincerely thanking 
Mr. Webster and all others who are helping 
to purify it, ] am, 

Yours truly, 
Ss. 





To the Editor of the Theatrieal Journal. 
Sir,—Much has been said upon the sub- 





ject of the relative merits of our diflerent 
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metropolitan actors. It is perhaps a diffi- 
cult point to determine who is our first 
tragic performer. I have had some experi- 
ence in theatrical affairs, and from a careful , 
observation I am decidedly of opinion that | 
Mr. Creswick carries the palm. 

On Monday last I witnessed this gentle- | 
man’s performance of “ Virginius,” a cha- | 
racter which tests the powers of a tragedian 
in a great degree. A finer piece of acting 
I never saw, and I am convinced that no 
actor now on the boards can approach Mr, 
Mr. Creswick in the part I speak of. 
Virginius will be repeated for the last time 
on Saturday next, I promise you a treat 
should you be able to witness it. 

I am perfectly unprejudiced in making 
the foregoing remarks. I merely wish to 
see “honour to whom honour is due,” and 
that feeling, I am sure, will be echoed by 
the Theatrical Journal right heartily. 

Pardon me if I have trespassed too much 
upon your time. I am, Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 
C. NicurinGace. 


DEATH OF MR. W. H. MURRAY. 


We deeply regret having to record the 
sudden demise of this talented and much 
respected gentleman. The Scotch stage 
will experience a sad loss in the event. 
The fact of Mr. Murray being appended to 
the Major in the original cast of Rob Roy, 
will alone render him memorable in the 
annals of the British Drama. His dramatic 
career extended over forty years. All must 
acknowledge his efliciency as an actor; and 
having held the managerial reins of the 
Edinburgh Theatres Royal and Adelphi 
from 1830 to 1851, we need not here en- 
large on his wonderful skill in catering for 
the public amusement. Mr. Murray re- 
signed his post as manager in September 
last, and, we believe, performed for the 
last time in the early part of the present 
year at the Prince’s Theatre Glasgow. Since 
then he had been living in retirement in 
St. Andrew’s. While walking the streets 
in that town on Wednesday last (May 5th) 
he fell to the ground and almost instantly 
expired. Deceased has left a widow and 
eight children to mourn his loss, 











CORRES PJONDENCE, 
H. Perers has been written to. 


—— 

Notice.—In consequence of being disappointed 
in not being able to effect an arrangement 
with the lessee of Sadler’s Wells for an 
Amateur Performance, the matter is deferred 
for a short period, when we shall feel pleasure 
in giving an early answer to our numerous 
applicants, 

W. HAywarp shall have our best consideration 

CrawFrorv.—We are much obliged to him for 
his explanation. 

G. J. S.—The character of Young Norval is 
decidedly a good character for you to study 
at your age, 

H.;J.—The actress you name was born in Lon- 
don in 1819, and came out at the Haymarket, 
She has played at the Princess’s and almost 
every theatre in the metropolis, 

S. S.—If you apply to Mr. Gilbert, at the Soho 
Theatre, you will get the information you re- 
quire, | 

C. B.—If the M. S. is left at our office, we will 
shew it to a manager or two for you, 








OFFICE, 113, FLEET STREET, 
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DRAMAS AND FARCES. 


The literature of the age we live in is 
essentially a literature of ideal thought on 
the one hand, and of puerile extravagance 
on the other. The taste of the public is 
not in reality to be guaged by the trash so 
frequently produced at our theatres any 
more than it is to be supposed, because bad 
wines are sold, that if better were to be had 
at the same price they would not be pre- 
ferred. It is amazing to us that asagacious 
manager like Webster should have made 
such a mistake as to imagine that the con- 
fectionary which he has provided would 
suffice for John Bull, month after month, 
when Mr. Bull is proverbially fond of roast 
beef and plum pudding. 

We cannot approve of systems of man- 
agement which not only do not raise the 
standard of national taste, but have recourse 
to garbled French balderdash for the staple 
commodity of the theatre. 

Mr. Phelps has stood aloof, no doubt, 
from the majority of London managers in 
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this respect, and his have been sins of omis- 
sion and not of commission; but where is 
the English drama? Now and then a new 
play comes out—generally mediocre enough 
—is laughed at by “ fast men,” respectably 
acted, and finally consigned to oblivion. 

We have more to say on this head, and 
sincerely trust that we may live to see better 
times. 


AMATEUR THEATRICALS. 


PRINTERS’ DRAMATIC SOCIETY, 
(St. James’s Theatre ). 

We gave in our last number rather a 
hurried sketch of the performance of this 
Society, and there were two sets of bills 
printed, it appears we made use of a wrong 
one; and, as we always wish to be particu- 
lar in our notices, we now are in a position 
to do justice to a performance which ought 
not to go unnoticed. We have also the 











pleasing task to inform our readers that 
His Royal Highness Prince Albert has 
forwarded £10 to the treasurer of the 
society. On Saturday evening last this 
established club gave a performance under 
the distinguished patronage of his H. R. H. 
Prince Albert and H. R. H. the Duke of 
Cambridge, in aid of the funds of the 
Printers’ Pension and Almshouse Funds, 
both of which we trust will benefit by the 
laudable efforts made on their behalf. The 
pieces were Much Ado About Nothing and 
the farce of Catching an Heiress, with danc- 
ing. The comedy was certainly more 
creditably gone through (at least up to the 
last act) than we have seen an amateur per- 
formance for years. In the Beatrice we 
had all that could be desired. Her reading 
of some passages was truly worthy of a 
first-rate legitimate company. The Bene- 
dict of Mr. W. Saw was a studied character, 
although, perhaps, the prompter was rather 
too hasty in giving the word. We can un- 
derstand well the awkward position a gen- 
tleman would be placed in, who is only 
engaged for one night, with these gentlemen, 
and is of necessity unacquainted with their 
style of acting, or the length of pause they 
make in their delivery. Mr. Nelson Steyne’s 
Don Pedro was the light and gay gentle- 
man, yet withall possessing the dignity and 
grace becoming the prince, and showed 
great care and attention on his part; some 
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of his lines, which told admirably when 
taken up by a kindred spirit, Benedict, gave 
gleams of comedy of the first-water. In 
fact, the two actors when on together con- 
vulsed the house with laughter. The 
Claudio of Mr. G. J. Dawson was a very 
creditable performance, showing great anx- 
iety for correctness in his part, which made 
him, at times, rather slow in delivery ; the 
retention of the old adage might have some- 
what influenced him, which say, ‘* Slow and 
sure, they stumble who run fast.” His 
best scene was the Chapel, in it he displayed 
some pathos. The Don John of Mr, F. 
Fraling is also worthty of excellent mention 
here. He was every inch a villain. This 
gentleman also delivered an address, written 
by R. H. Horne, after the first piece, very 
neatly. Mr. Bennett’s Degberry was the 
very thing, and well merited the laughter 
and applause bestowed upon his exertions. 
We must not forget to give honourable 
mention of the small parts of the Friar, 
very correctly read by Mr. Hurst, or the 
Verges of Mr. Christian, which was also 
creditably rendered. The other characters 
were not above mediocrity, one gentleman 
being so very imperfect in the last act as to 
throw all the rest out, and mar the effects 
of the closing scene. We gave this gentle- 
man some credit for the way in which he 
played in All that Glitters, we think, how- 
ever, he has retrograded since then, and 
unless he pays more attention we shall give 
to the world and our subscribers the name 
of this talented individual. Now a word as 
to the novel way in which the piece was 
dressed—in the first scene armour was 
worn by the Prince, Claudio, Don John, 
and Benedict—and armour too of different 
periods, that of the Prince being of the 
reign of King John, the others of Old 
English, although the scene of the play was 
in Venice. We think it was a pity to de- 
viate and mar the effect by such an intro- 
duction, unless it could have been done 
correctly. We hold with the idea, it is new 
but good—and shews that these gentlemen 
are anxious to doeven something more than 
study the words of a play, but are desirous 
its style of costume, which we need not add 
on this occasion was of the most costly 
character, superb in the extreme, and fur- 











nished by Nathan, of Tichborn Street. 
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During the evening there was some very 
beautiful dancing by Herr Deulin, Madlle. 
Theodore, Miss Julia Weston, Miss Batty, 
and Mr. Britton, all of which gained an 
encore. The farce was rattled through in 
a right earnest spirit by Mr. Nelson Steyne, 
(who is certainly the best light comedian 
upon the amateur stage); Miss Horton was 
interesting as Hero, and Miss Ellsworthy, 
upon whose shoulders the whole piece rests. 
This lady, who sustained Beatrice, has all 
the requisites for the stage, as Poodle said, 
‘Face, form,’ &c. together with a sweet 
voice and a bright genius. Her Fip Gayton 
was a most exquisite piece of comedy. Miss 
Eglington, also, as the Tiger Jessamy, dis- 
played much humour; and Mr. Palmer’s 
Tom Twig was capital, we did not think 
this gentleman possessed so much good 
humour. We wish we could impress upon 
the members of this club the necessity of 
beginning at an earlier hour. 
GOUGH STREET. 

Since our last we witness a well merited 
performance of the Hunchback at this ama- 
teur theatre; Mr. Carr as Master Walter 
was as usual, painstaking and correct, his 
only fault is a too measured and monotonous 
style, and a want of familiarality in his bye 
play, his conception being always correct. 
The gentleman who played Clifford, looked 
the character very well, and in some re- 
spects acted with judgment, but he was not 
quite up in the part ; Modus was tolerably 
well acted, and so was Fathom, but the 
young ladies bore offthe palm; Miss Hor- 
ton as Julia in the first scene, looked the 
innocent country girl to the life, and her 
acting as the fine London lady was vigourous 
and dignified, but her best scene was with 
Clifford where he comes as the Secretary ; 
her acting here was full of pathos and told 
well with the audience. Miss Herbert’s 
Helen was marked by spirit and vigour, 
and may be considered a first-rate piece of 
comedy acting; the play was very well 
done as a whole. 


AMERICAN ITEMS. 

We have accounts from the New World 
to the 24th of April; the following are the 
only items of interest:—Madame Gold- 
schmidt (Jenny Lind) is announced to give 
three final concerts in New York before her 








departure for Europe—the first on the [8th 
of May—the prices to be 3, 2 and 1 dollars, 
Signor Badiali is to support her; the great 
demand on the public purse for admission 
to these concerts is not relished by the New 
York Herald, in which we find the subjoined 
remarks therein:—The idea of paying 3 
dollars for barren concerts, consisting of a 
few disjointed, unconnected songs, is pre- 
posterous, and the public will not stand it. 
Jenny Lind has become a sensible woman 
and a wife, and doffed all her angelic quali- 
ties, including the wings, and therefore she 
must come down to the prices and measure,. 
of the other great artists of the day. Cathe- 
rine Hayes is approaching New York. She 
has just closed a series of concerts at Cinci- 
nati with brilliant success, and produced 
quite an enthusiasm among the denizens of 
the “ Queen of the West.” 

On the morning of the 22nd of April, the 
National Theatre, Boston, was entirely de- 
stroyed by fire. It was a large and dry 
building, and made a magnificent fire. All 
the fixtures, scenery and properties were 
destroyed, with 3000 dollars worth of music, 
hundreds of manuscript plays, and 2000 
prompt books. The loss of Wright, Fenno 
and Bird, lessees, is stated at 15,000, no 
insurance. Their books, papers and money 
were preserved. AjJl the actors lost most 
of their wardrobes, except Mrs. Sinclair. 
William Sohier, who had recently bought 
the theatre of Mrs. Pelby for 40,000 dollars, 
had 3000 dollars insurance atthe State 
Mutual office, Boston, 3000 dollars in Nor- 
wich office, and 4000 dollars in Franklin 
office, New York. The company immedi- 
ately transferred their services to the Fede- 
ral Street Theatre, and performed in the 
latter house in the evening, with Mrs, 
Sinclair at their head. 





PROVINCIALS. 

LivERPOOL.—ADELPHI THEATRE.—This de- 
mocratic rendezvous of theatricals does a “ roar- 
ing’ business; the manager possessing the 
feature of haply knowing how to cater to the 
multifarious tastes of his auditory. Esmeralda 
was brought out on Saturday evening in gallant 
stvle, in which the abilities of Mr. Smythson 
and Miss Marriott were amply developed. Jack 
Steppard was the afterpiece, and Miss Sinclair, 
as the notorious “ prig,’’ was successful, and 
well supported by the company.”’ We had also 
a humourous little piece, Suilors Ashore, in 
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which Messrs. Hill, Lennox, Miss Marriott, and 
Mrs. Appleby were the life and spirit. Tuesday 
evening is appropriated for the benefit of Mrs. 
Dyas, on which occasion she presents The Queen 
of the Market and the Grape Girl, 


CorosseuM.—The Red Man is still in the field 
—still possessing attraction, Mr. and Mrs, 
Sellers made their debut on the 10th inst.. The 
Ricardo Family, perhaps ‘the most talented 
group “travelling the provinces,” are with us 
once again. There is such a grace, brilliancy, 
and daring in their executions, that they carry 
you along almost spell-bound, and you have no 
alternative but to admire them and be cap- 
tivated. 

MANCHESTER, — QuEEN’s THEATRE. — On 
Monday Mr. J. Woodward presented an attrac- 
tive bill of fare, the performances being for his 
benefit ; the pieces selected, were The Corsican 
Brothers, and Robert Macaire ; in the latter of 
which, the above named gentleman played the 
character of Jacqnes Strop ‘to the infinite 
amusement of his audience, which was a numer- 
ous and respectable one. The other characters 
as usual were weil sustained, 


Free Trave Hatt.—Mr. Pablo Fanque has 
taken the hall again and opened with a treble 
company, of whose talents we can speak of in 
the highest terms of approbation. Mr. Pablo 
Jun. made his first appearance on Wednesday 
last, he is a clever tight rope artist; Madlle 
Marie isavery gracefwland fascinating equestrian 


OUR LITTLE CHATTER BOX 


Apve.pui.—A new drama by Mark Lemon is 
in rehearsal al this theatre; the principal parts 
will be performed by Mrs. Keeley, Wright, and 
Paul Bedford. 

Tue Lyceum THeEatre, New York, opened 
on the 19th of last month, with the burlesque 
of The Fair One with the Golden Locks. Miss 
Julia Bennett sustained her original character, 


VAUXHALL GARvDENS.—We hear that these 
gardens will open on the Derby day with a mas- 
querade, The stage in the Rotunda Theatre 
has been enlarged, and ballets, by artistes from 
the Academie Royale, will be performed, The 
circle, we are informed, is removed. 

AsttLeyv’s.—We have heard that Mr. Batty is 
desirous of disposing of this establishment, 
wishing to secede from it from ill health. The 
sum required by him for the lease is 30,3001, 
the horses and plant would most probably re- 
queire 8,000/. A fine opportunity now offers 
itself for equestrian managers. 

Cremorne Garvens.—This favourite resort 
is now thrown open for promenade and refresh- 
ment, and by Whit-Monday all the varied im- 











the public will have, thanks to the enterprising 
Mr. Simpson, one of the most attractive gardens 
to be found in all Europe. This fact was, we 
believe, admitted by the numberlcss foreigners 
who flocked to Cremorne during the eventful 
season of ’51, and if all we hear be true, the 
attractions then were small indeed oompared 
with those provided for the forthcoming one, 
Horsemanship of the highest order will again be 
found in the extensive cirque; ballet of the 
most interesting kind in the large and commo- 
dious theatre; first-rate band in the spacious 
terpsichorean arena; and last, though by no 
means least, a splendid cuisine in the hotel de- 
partment, Then success, say we, to Mr. 
Simpson—no man strives more to deserve it. 


Roya Surrey Zoorocicat Garnens,—On 
Monday next these gardens will be opened to 
the public, and the first ‘floricultaral fete will 
take place on the 20th, During the recess 
these gardens have been much improved and 
enlarged ; Mr. Tyler has also added to the col- 
lection of animals, and he is daily in expectation 
of receiving four elephants. The picture by 
Danson is excellent, surpassing all his previous 
efforts. It will} be very effective. Southby 
holds his situation as pyrotechnic artist, and the 
band will be under the direction of Mr, God- 
frey. In the course of the season Jullien will 
appear with his celebrated players, and the 
arrangements for the season we consider. perfect. 


Miss Giyn is engaged at the Surrey Theatre 
for twelve nights. Her first character will be 
the Duchess of Malfi. 

Mr. Lowsson, of the Grecian Saloon, a gen- 
tleman much respected, takes his benefit to- 
morrow night, when Mr, and Mrs, Honner, Mr. 
J. Douglass, Mr. Lewis, Miss Terry, and a host 
of other favourites lend their valuable services. 


The new farce by Fgerton Wilks, called Kate 
Carraway ; or, the Miller of Whetstone, will be 
published immediately by Lacy. It is stated 


Mrs, Keeley and Mr, Wright. 





FRIENDS. 


Though I have never won, and ne’er may win* 
A heart responsive to my soul’s desire, P 
Dear friends are given to cheer us and i inspire’ 
Thoughts lofty, pure and holy—Ay, akin 

To angels, if they be not all divine ; 

For friendship is the music of a lyre, 

Struck by no human hand, so sweet and fine, 
That none can taste it truly who possess 

No faith in love, the perfect, nor can bless 
With lips of fervour.—In the infinite, 

All love, and all are happy! We repress 

So much, we struggle and refuse the light ; 
Bat this pare feeling is to mortals given, 





provements will be perfected, and once more 


To be the symbol of and help to heaven, | 


this piece will be revived at the Adelphi for — 
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Mapiie, Wacner.—This case, which has 
occupied the attention of the musical world for 
the last month, was decided on Monday last in 
the Vice-Charcellor’s Court. It having ap- 
peared clearly to his Honour that she had broken 
her engagement with Mr, Lumley, the pro- 
prietor of Her Majesty’s Theatre, the injunction 
therefore stands yood, and she will not be 
allowed to sing in this country, or in any other 
In public, till the time has expired that Mr, 
Lumley engaged he: for, 

Otympic.—Mr, Diddear announces that his 
benefit will take place at this theatre on Mon- 
day, the 17th inst., when a variety of attractive 
entertainments will be presented to his friends. 
Oe trust that the claims of this excellent actor 
may not be neglected on the occasion. 











ADVERTISEMENTS. 
ISTORICAL AND INSTRUCTIVE AD- 
DITION. — Magnificent Group of the 
Queens of Henry VIII., the most touching 
subject in British History, showing the splen- 
did jewellery and costumes of the period; also 
the great Russian Giant, Loushkin, 8 feet 5 high. 
“This is one of the best sights in the metro- 
polis.”—The Times. Madame TUSSAUD and 
SON’S EXHIBITION, Bazaar, Baker Street, 
Portman Square. Open from Eleven till Ten. 
Admission ls. ; Napoleon’s Room and Chamber 
of Horrors, 6d. 








CASINO DE VENISE, 218, H1igH Hotsorn. 
This most Commodious, Elegant, and comfortably 
appointed Ball Room is Open every Evening. 
Mr. W. M. Packer’s celebrated Band, com- 
prising the following distinguished professors, 
viz. :—Messrs. Zerbini, E. C. Frewin, T. Field, 
Chinery, T. E, Thompson, C. Marriott, W. H. 
Barrett, John Cruft, W. Griffiths, George 
Taylor, Chapman, R. Kimber, Jones, W. White, 
F. Berrington, R. S. Rockstro, Whitehead, 
Joseph Tyler, James Tyler, Luke Berrington, 
E. B. Erlam, J. Thomas, Chas, Thomas, Josh, 
Thompson, &c. &c., will perform all the new 
and favourite Dance Music, by every composer 
(native and foreign) of repute; including those 
of Labitzky, Bosisio, Coote, Tinney, D’Albert, 
Jullien, J. B. Zerbini, H. Oakey, T. Browne, E, 
C. Frewen, T. Baker, Montgomery, W. Guernsey, 
Pilodo, Wallerstein, J.M. Jolly, Kanig, Marschan, 
Ernesto, &c. &c.; commencing each evening 
with a GRAND OVERTURE by one of the 
following composers :—Rossini, Weber, Auber, 
Balfe, &c. Musical director and conductor— 
Mr. W. M. Packer. Master’s of the ceremonies 
—Messrs. Giovannelli, Wood, and Henry Mott. 
The picture galleries, divan and balconies, 
command a complete view of the ball-room. 
Doors open at half-past Seven and close at 
Twelve, Admission 1s. 





DRAMATIC INSTITUTION, Goven Sr. 
Witson-St., GRAv’s Inn Lane. ( Establi-hed 
1815.) This Institution, long known and cele- 
brated as Pym’s Private Theatre, is now open 
for the reception of Members. The Ward-robe 
is supplied by Mr. Nathan, the celebrated 
Costumier, and the Scenery and Properties are 
equal in extent and variety to any theatre in the 
kingdom, Terms of Subscrition Five Shillings. 
For further particulars apply to the manager, 
at the Theatre, any evening between 7 and 10 
o’clock. The Theatre may be hired by Clubs 
and Dramatic Societies upon moderate terms, 


THREATENED DEMOLITION OF THE 
CRYSTAL PALACE, 

[8 consequence of many thousands of persons 

in the United Kingdom having been unable 
to obtain a copy of the 

GREAT EXHIBITION CHART, 
Printed in Colours, and Presented by the Pro. 
prietors of the Weekty Dispatcn, to their 
Subscribers and the Public in the months of 
January and February last, 
A RE. ISSUE 
has been determined upon, to take place on 
SUNDAY, the 16th of MAY, 

The Chart, which has undergone a careful 
revision, shows by simple diagrams the number 
of persons that visited the Exhibition daily, the 
amount of money taken at the various entrances, 
the quantities of refreshments consumed ; the 
name of the Royal Commissioners ; an account 
of the origin of the Palace, and its dimensions 
in feet. 

I order that every individual in the’ country 
may possess this statistical reflex of curions and 
interesting results, to mark the demolition of 
building, and to serve as a memento of its ex- 
istence, the Chart will be delivered 

GRATIS 
to every Subscriber and Purchaser of the Dis- 
PATCH on the day stated, 

*.*The Dispatcn is published at 4 o’clock 
every Saturday morning, in time for the First 
Railway Trains leaving London, and for the 
Morning Mails. 

Early orders should be given to any News- 
vendor, in Town and Country ; or to Mr. R. J. 
Woon, No. 139, Fleet-street. 

N. B.—The News Agents will have a Copy of 
the Chart with every Dispatcu of May 16th. : 








SUBSCRIPTIONS. 
Three Months ........000see+eeeee One Shilling 
Six Months  ....cecceeee oe seereeeeee TWO Shillings. 
Twelve Months.................... Four Shillings. 

Published every Wednesday Afternoon at 4 o'clock for 
the Proprietor, by S. Y. Collins, 113, Fleet-street, to !e had 
of Vickers, Holywell-street; J. Allen, Warwick-lane ;° 
Harris, Blackfriars-road ; Gilbert, Paternoster Rew; andall 
Booksellers and Newsvendors. 

Manchester, J. Heywood, 170, Deansgate: and Mr. 
Lynch, Market Street ; Birmingham,W. Pratt, 82, Digbeth; 
J. E. Forsyth, 24, Scotland Place, Liverpool, To be had 
by ordez in any of the Provincial Towns, 








